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Silvino Gabbaoan
Si lv ino Gabbaoan’s  l i fe of  quiet  generosi ty
inspired MaxaM Foundation,  and th is  cover
story honors h is  legacy of compassion,
serv ice,  and endur ing impact on communit ies.
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Some legacies are bui l t  through recognit ion.  Others are bui l t  through
consistency,  k indness ,  and the quiet  decis ion to give,  even when no one is
watching.  Si lv ino Gabbaoan belonged to the latter .

He was not known for  grand speeches or  publ ic t i t les.  He was known for
showing up.  For  helping when help was needed. For giv ing what he could,
when he could,  without expect ing anything in return.

In many ways,  MaxaM Foundation did not begin as an organizat ion.  I t
began as a way of l i fe.  I t  began in the s imple acts of  generosi ty  that
Si lv ino pract iced dai ly .  These were not planned in i t iat ives or  st ructured
programs.  They were moments of  compassion that responded direct ly  to
the needs of the people around him.

Those who knew him remember a man who bel ieved that i f  you had
something,  no matter  how smal l ,  i t  was meant to be shared.  That bel ief  did
not come from abundance. I t  came from understanding struggle.  I t  came
from knowing what i t  meant to have l i t t le and st i l l  choose to give.

SILVINO GABBAOAN
A Legacy Bui l t  on Quiet Giv ing
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After  h is  pass ing,  h is  fami ly  carr ied that same spir i t  forward.  What started
as personal  acts of  k indness s lowly grew into something more structured.
The intent ion remained the same. The scale changed. MaxaM Foundation
was formed not to replace his  legacy,  but to cont inue i t  in  a way that
could reach more l ives.

Today,  the foundation focuses on educat ion,  mental  health ,  and community
outreach.  These are not random pi l lars .  They ref lect real  needs observed in
the communit ies they serve.  They ref lect the same sensit iv i ty  that Si lv ino
had toward people who were often over looked.

Educat ional  support  helps chi ldren stay in school  and bui ld a future
beyond surv ival .  Mental  health in i t iat ives create space for  conversat ions
that are often ignored.  Community  outreach ensures that immediate needs,
such as food and basic support ,  are met with dignity .

At the center  of  al l  these efforts  is  a s imple but powerful  bel ief .  Giv ing is
not about excess.  I t  i s  about intent ion.

Si lv ino’s  story reminds us that impact does not always begin with
resources.  I t  begins with heart .  I t  begins with the decis ion to care,  even
when i t  i s  inconvenient.  I t  begins with seeing people not as numbers ,  but
as indiv iduals  with stor ies worth support ing.

This  f inal  issue of MaxaM Magazine is  more than a farewel l .  I t  i s  a return
to where everything started.  I t  i s  a moment to recognize that behind every
project ,  every in i t iat ive,  and every story featured in these pages,  there is
one quiet  t ruth.

One man chose to give.  And because of that choice,  many l ives cont inue
to be touched. His  legacy l ives on not in words,  but in  act ion.

COVER STORY
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ADVOCACY IN FOCUS
Education,  Mental  Health & Community  Outreach
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Love in the Age of Disconnection

February is  often painted in soft  colors .  Red hearts .  F lowers.  Messages of
love that f i l l  t imel ines and storefronts.  There is  a col lect ive inv i tat ion to
celebrate connect ion,  int imacy,  and closeness.

And yet ,  for  many people around the wor ld,  love has never fe l t  more
compl icated.

We are more connected than ever through technology.  Messages t ravel
instant ly .  Video cal ls  br idge cont inents.  Social  media al lows us to witness
each other ’s  l ives in real  t ime. But beneath th is  constant connect iv i ty ,
there is  a quiet  quest ion many are afraid to ask.

Why do so many st i l l  feel  a lone?

SOULFUL PHOENIX
Voices That Rise
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Modern re lat ionships are shaped by a wor ld that moves quick ly .  People are expected to be
emotional ly  avai lable,  self-aware,  independent ,  and successful  a l l  at  once.  Dat ing has
become a process of  select ion rather than connect ion.  Conversat ions start  easi ly ,  but they
end just  as quick ly .  Ghost ing has become normal ized.  Vulnerabi l i ty  is  often mistaken for
weakness.

For many,  love has started to feel  uncertain.

In some parts  of  the wor ld,  economic pressure delays re lat ionships.  Young adults  choose
stabi l i ty  over commitment because surv ival  comes f i rst .  In  others ,  cultural  expectat ions
cont inue to def ine what love should look l ike,  leaving l i t t le space for  those whose
exper iences fal l  outs ide tradit ion.  Across cultures ,  there is  a growing tension between
independence and int imacy.

People want connect ion,  but they also fear los ing themselves.

There is  a lso the s i lent  impact of past  wounds.  Many carry  unresolved trauma into their
re lat ionships.  Chi ldhood exper iences,  previous heartbreak,  and emotional  neglect shape how
people love and how they protect themselves.  Some hold on too t ight ly .  Others keep a
distance to avoid being hurt  again.

In th is  context ,  love becomes less about romance and more about safety.

Psychological ly ,  the need for  connect ion is  fundamental .  Human beings are wired for
attachment.  When relat ionships feel  unstable or  unpredictable,  the body responds.  Anxiety
increases.  Trust  becomes diff icult .  Emotional  withdrawal becomes a form of protect ion.
What looks l ike indifference is  often fear.

This  is  not a fai lure of indiv iduals .  I t  i s  a ref lect ion of the envi ronment we are l iv ing in.

At the same t ime,  there are quiet  acts of  love happening every day that rarely  make i t  into
headl ines.  A partner who stays dur ing diff icult  seasons.  A f r iend who checks in without being
asked. A parent who cont inues to show up despite exhaust ion.  These forms of love are not
loud,  but they are real .

They remind us that connect ion st i l l  ex ists ,  even in a wor ld that often feels  f ragmented.

February can be an opportunity  to shift  how we understand love.  Instead of measur ing i t
through grand gestures or  publ ic displays ,  we can begin to recognize the smal ler ,  consistent
acts that sustain re lat ionships over t ime.

Love is  not only  about f inding the r ight person.  I t  i s  about becoming someone who can hold
space,  communicate honest ly ,  and stay present.

I t  i s  a lso about learning to s i t  with discomfort .  To repair  instead of withdraw. To l i s ten
instead of assume.

 Sometimes,  the most powerful  form of love is  not found in being
chosen by someone else.  It  is  found in choosing to remain open,
even after everything that tried to close you.
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Silvino’s Scholar i s  a cash ass istance program designed to help deserv ing
students pursue their  educat ion with dignity  and hope. This  in i t iat ive is
made poss ible by JDM Rice Choice,  in  col laborat ion with the MaxaM
Foundation,  to invest  in  the future of young people in our  local
communit ies.

PARTNER & SPONSOR
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February 27,  2026

This  month,  we celebrate your l i fe ,  your
k indness ,  and the quiet  love you shared
with so many.  Your generosi ty  cont inues
to l ive on in every act of  giv ing,  every
meal  shared,  and every l i fe touched by
MaxaM Foundation.

You may no longer be with us phys ical ly ,
but your spi r i t  i s  fe l t  in  the way we care,
the way we serve,  and the way we choose
to give without expect ing anything in
return.

Thank you for  the legacy you left  behind.
We carry  i t  with pr ide,  with love,  and with
purpose.

Happy bi r thday.  You are deeply missed
and forever remembered.

SPECIAL GREETINGS
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Happy Birthday
in heaven,
Papa Silbing.



February often centers around love,  but th is  quote reminds us that real
love is  not found in moments of  display,  but in  everyday presence. I t  l i ves
in smal l  act ions,  in  pat ience,  in  choosing someone again and again even in
ordinary days.  True love is  steady,  not loud.  I t  i s  bui l t  through consistency,
t rust ,  and the wi l l ingness to stay,  even when i t  i s  not easy.

QOUTE OF THE MONTH
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Love is  not proven in grand
gestures,  but in the quiet
consistency of  showing up,
choosing,  and caring every
day.”
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Creating change that lasts ,  f rom one dream, 
one l ight ,  and one heart  at  a t ime.

Want to be featured in MaxaM Magazine?
 Share your story with us and let  your voice inspire others.

📩  Send us an emai l  at
info@maxamfoundation.org

Groningen,  The Nether lands

www.maxamfoundation.org
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